Maintenance Release and Approval for Return to Service

The maintenance release document must meet the requirements of part 43, section 43.9 and 43.11.  Many repair stations have chosen to use FAA Form 8130-3 as a maintenance release.  Instructions for completion of FAA Form 8130-3 are in Order 8130.21, as amended.  Those facilities that are Joint Aviation Authorities (JAA) certificated must use FAA Form 8130-3 as a maintenance release for articles returned to JAA member countries.

Regardless of the format, the contents must include: 

1. A description (or reference to data acceptable to the FAA) of the work performed.  In either case there must be enough information provided so that a person unfamiliar with the work would be able to determine the extent of the maintenance and/or alteration performed. If the repair station is also 

2. JAA-certificated, the maintenance release must include the revision status of the technical data used to perform the work.  The maintenance release also should include a record of the parts used, particularly if the maintenance involved the substitution of parts, such as PMA parts. 

3. The date the article is approved for return to service. 

4. The name of the person who performed the work (in this case the repair station). 

5. The name of the individual authorized by the repair station to approve the article for return to service.  As required by section 145.157, for repair stations located within the United States, the person authorized to approve an article for return to service must be certificated under part 65.

6. If the maintenance was performed on an article that is life-limited, include the total time and total cycles.  If the article requires periodic overhaul under an air carrier or commercial operator's maintenance program, include the time since overhaul. 

If the repair station is performing maintenance for an air carrier, the repair station should follow the maintenance release procedures described in the air carrier's manual.  The forms and procedures may differ from those the repair station normally uses.

The approval for return to service may be a separate document, included in the work order, or entered into the aircraft maintenance records.  If the maintenance was a major repair, the repair station may use a work order instead of FAA Form 337 to record the work and approve the article for return to service (see section 43, appendix B for details).  If the maintenance performed was a major alteration, the repair station must use FAA Form 337 to record the work and approve the work performed for return to service.  AC 43.9-1, as amended, describes how to complete FAA Form 337.  If the repair station chooses to use FAA Form 337, a copy of the form and instructions for its completion should be included in the forms section of the manual.

Procedures for approval for return to service should include the following (as applicable): 

1. Who (by title) is authorized to complete the form? How is the individual authorized? 

2. Is the person certificated under part 65 if employed by a U.S. repair station? 

3. Do the procedures ensure that a qualified and authorized person can assume the responsibilities of this task if the person who normally performs it is not available (e.g., sick, on vacation, etc.)? 

4. Does the maintenance release include or reference a list of approved parts? 

5. How does the repair station ensure that it approves for return to service only those articles for which it is rated? 

6. How does the repair station determine if the repair or alteration is major?  If the maintenance was a major repair or major alteration, how will it be recorded? 

7. Who (by title) is authorized to complete FAA Form 337, and how is that person authorized? 

8. What records are given to the customer, and what records are maintained on file at the repair station? 

9. Have the people that complete the approval for return to service been trained for this position?  Is the training documented?

